
 

 

Catskill Fly Fishing 
Center & Museum 

March’s  

Membership Winner 

Dennis Higham 

Each month we award a prize 
in our monthly CFFCM mem-
bership drawing.  All mem-
bers in good standing are 
eligible.  So if your dues are 
paid and up-to-date, the next 
winner could be you! 
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Opening Day Four Cast for First Cast 
 

Another new season will begin at Junction Pool on Sunday, April 1.  This 
year’s ceremonial First Cast, officially launching another New York State Trout 
Season, will feature an outstanding Four Cast.  Joining Joan Wulff will be 
CFFCM Trustee Don Trump Jr. and Ed and Judy Van Put for the ceremonial 
First Cast.  Rumors have it that a gang of Maine cane rod makers (including 
George Barnes and the Taylors) will be making the trek  just to keep an eye 
on things and cast a few.   
 
As in the past, The  Roscoe Chamber of Commerce will  host this gathering at 
Junction Pool for the 7:00 AM season kick off.  There will be hot coffee and 
breakfast goodies for all in attendance to enjoy while mingling among old 
friends and new.  After First Cast, the crowd (over 400 last year) will disperse 
to  try their tried and true opening day flies and new ties constructed over the 
winter months.  Most likely, many will take refuge in the warmth of the local fly 
shops, diners, camps and the CFFCM to socialize before braving cold waters.   
 
We will be ready for it.  Ted Patlen will be tying early season specialties, we 
will unveil our newest exhibits, provide a surprise or two, and of course, Agnes 
will be serving her famous soups.   
 
Please note that April 1 will not be on a weekend for several years and this 
will be a great historical event and surely one to remember.  Join in the festivi-
ties and bring a friend; the more the merrier.  The Annual Anglers Reunion 
Dinner will be held on the eve at  Rockland House at 6:00pm  and feature an-
other Dave Brandt slide presentation.  Dinner reservations must be made at 
607-498-4240; don’t delay.  Also, if you are staying overnight, advance hotel 
reservations are suggested.   
 
Be part of fly fishing, don’t just read about it.  
 
February Forty Fly Fest was Fantastic 
 

It wasn’t all about fly fishing on February 10 at the Museum, but it was all 
about fly tying. Forty fly tyers gathered inside the Museum for a full day of fly 
tying.  This casual meeting was simply a non-commercial get together for fly 
tyers, orchestrated by Jim (JB) Martin and Dennis and Ellen Skarka.  
 
For a few of the visiting tyers it was their first visit to our facilities.  We wel-
comed several new members and received some additional support. John  
Bonacera donated a handsome fly mount for our May auction made up of the 
fly patterns in Flick’s Streamside Guide.  This is truly a winner.   
   

New Members 
 

We welcomed the following  
new members in February 

 

Wade Burkhart, Frank 
Casella, Gary H. Davies, 
Scott Fendrich, Rick Fischer, 
Robert Giknis, Kurt & Irene 
Huhner, Rob Longsworth, 
Diane Maluso, Beverly Per-
kins, Peggy Reed, Mike Valla,  
Gerald Wolfe 

Help Wanted:   
Gift Shop Cashier   

 

Saturdays and Sundays from 
March 31 through September 
30. Paid position.  Hours 9:00-
4:30.  

Volunteers for Annual Din-
ner, Jubilee Day, Summerfest, 
Hall of Fame Dinner.  to assist 
in event set up, day tasks and 
take down.  Call or email us at 
your earliest convenience.   
845-439-4810 



 

 

      
     No sooner did that ground hog not 
see his shadow, temperatures and 
snow started to fall. But we did see 
early signs of spring emerge.  Sara 
Low has been around getting her 
Women in Fly Fishing Exhibit into 
works, and Manny Zanger, Terry 
Shultz and Phil Sousa have stirred 
from what ever they do in the winter. 
We have started to revise exhibits, 
made some physical changes in the 
museum, installed a full bank of energy 
efficient lighting, Mary and Erin are 
done cataloging books, had a Fly Fest, 
and got involved and joined WEEA 
(Watershed Environmental Education 
Alliance) and a slew of other great 
things for the Center. WEEA is made 

up of a group of similar organizations 
that provide environmental and out-
door educational resources and facili-
ties to youth, communities and 
schools.  More information will be 
forthcoming. 
     Also during the month, an informal 
group of us—Ralph Graves, Doc 
Fried, Terry Shultz, Richard Bradley, 
Mike Canazon and myself (yeah,  a 
real exiting group that was home by 10  
that evening) gathered at Live Bait to 
celebrate Joe Fox’s twenty first birth-
day.  Joe is Mary Dette’s grandson 
and yes, Walt and Winnies great 
grandson, who runs the shop when 
the boss is not around.  Like his an-
cestors, Joe is very much involved in 
the CFFCM assisting us in youth edu-
cation programs, events, museum 
hosting, and providing muscle when 
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needed. I mention this only because 
it is good to see another generation 
holding on to tradition, being in-
volved, and making a difference in 
the future of fly fishing. Conversa-
tions that evening involved previous 
21st birthdays, families, bad jokes, 
fishing trips, needed snow pack, and 
the new season ahead.   It was all 
good.   
      It seemed like February would 
never end, but before you knew it, 
with all of the activity around here, it 
finally did.  It looks like we will be 
ready for April 1.  I look forward to 
seeing you there, if not before, or 
during the new season ahead.   
 
    It’s all about fly fishing. 

Jim Krul 

Recent Acqusitions 
 

From the family of Richard (Dick) Jogodnik- Dick’s personal collection of 90+ videos to our resource library, including 
instructional, destination and environmental titles. 
 

From Author Toshio Kamitani, his most recent book, Paper Flies, a very interesting book comparing traditional dressed 
flies with Mr. Kamitani’s interpretations in the fine art of Japanese paper cutting. 
 

From Dennis Menscer, Little River Rods, Hancock, NY- for our upcoming annual auction: A custom made CFFCM 7’6” 
4W,  2piece / 2 tip cane rod.  A most lovely little jewel finished with exotic burled reel seat, super z ferrules, and special 
touches that only Dennis can do.   
 

From Phil Sousa, not only the new rod racks for our Modern Rod Exhibit, but a custom crafted fly tying cabinet like no 
other you have seen.  This cabinet is a piece of furniture designed to look like an entertainment center when closed and 
when open….wow, a pull out tying desk, cubbies, shelves,  and drawers  to accommodate any fly tying need. 
 

Do you have something of value that needs a new home?  We’ll take it. If you think it belongs in a museum to be 
shared, could raise some funds for our programs and activities, or used by a new comer to our sport,  please send it in 
and  provide more value  than you can imagine.   

Stream Clean Up, April 28, 9AM – Noon.   
 

The Long Island Fly Rodders with joined forces from the BEAMOC Trout Unlimited and the Catskill Fly Tying Guild  will 
provide some muscle and movement cleaning up the banks of the Willowemoc on Saturday, April 28 from 9AM to noon.  
Join them  and spend an hour or two to help remove remaining streamside debris  from our last flood. Arrangements are 
being made to have roadside drop off points for town road crew pick up.   Bring a chainsaw, bow saw and some energy 
and  check in with LIFR President, Paul McCain, Beamoc’s Manny Zanger, or CFFCM  Crew Chief, Mary Fried  upon 
arrival.  We are getting seedlings and young trees from DEC to plant for stream bank stabilization above the Museum 
Bridge.  Let us know if you are coming in advance, as The Long Island Fly Rodders will be providing hamburgers and hot 
dogs for lunch at the Dahlie BBQ Grill at the Center before spending the rest of the afternoon fishing.   

The CFFCM Website is always up to date 
 

If you haven't visited our website in a while, you should on a regular basis.  Our webmaster, Chris Bogart, is keeping cur-
rent press releases, activities, and events on a most regular basis. 
 

We have undertaken a major campaign to be linked to the most visible websites in the fly fishing community. In return, 
they are linked to ours. If you are looking for something in fly fishing and cannot find it, simply go to our links tab on our 
website. You will find a wide selection of specific and related links to browse.  These links have agreed to provide their 
members with our events.  



 

 

Volume 3 Issue 3 Page 3 

Show Business is Good Business 
Our participation in both the Marlboro, MA and Somerset, NJ Fly Fishing Shows again provided the CFFCM with 
good exposure to the fly fishing community.  Our Marlboro team: Nancy Hobbs, Dr. Steve Cohen and guest fly tyer, 
Steve Taggert and Somerset team: Richard and Barbara Bradley, Erin Phalen, and guest tyer, Andy Sutton de-
serve special thanks.  Our presence at these shows affords us  an opportunity to see members, share in the up-
coming activities and events, encourage new support and participation, and get feedback on our efforts.  We also 
want to thank the many members that stopped by to voice their thoughts and ideas  regarding the CFFCM,  we 
welcome the many new members we gained.  We thank everyone involved  for their support and interest. 
 

Take A Chair, Please! 
It’s hard to believe that after 25 years, we only have 25 folding chairs.  So, how have we accommodated Hall of 
Fame ceremonies, receptions, meetings, education classes, and other events?  Well, it has been through some 
creative seating designs using benches, office chairs, chairs from gift shop and borrowing some.  This past month 
we fell short at Fly Fest where many visitors had to stand.  On March 27, we will be hosting the 50+ educators for a 
Trout in the Classroom meeting.  At present, we cannot meet their seating and table needs, let alone our own 
needs as an organization.  Help us meet these needs and improve our Center.  How?  You can buy a folding chair 
for $20 or a new folding table for $75.  In return, we will put your name laminated on the top backrest as a donor.  
Any extra funds will be used to meet equipment needs and will be recognized accordingly.  Our goal is 60 chairs 
and 5 new tables.  Take a chair (or a table), please.  Simply send us a check for your donation and name of the 
donor or name of person it is in memory of. 

Second Annual Members Only book sale 
 

Coming soon in your mail will be a list of books assembled from Poul Jorgensen’s personal library, donations from 
members, and triplicates de-accessed from our library (as agreed by donors to dispose of books unneeded in our 
collection to benefit the CFFCM library, youth educational programs, and general operations). 
 
Our permanent archival library contains at least two copies of every title offered on these pages. It is our intention 
to maintain our library to include the best copies for 1) archival and 2) research and member use.  We also main-
tain personal libraries (i.e. Poul Jorgensen, Lee Wulff, Nick Lyons, Don Zahner, etc.) that include inscriptions and 
signatures that are deemed historically significant and irreplaceable.   
 
The books offered are priced below market value for CFFCM members only.  Any books not sold to members by 
April 30, 2007 will be sold at other fundraisers and to the public at higher prices.  This is an opportunity to add to 
your own fishing library.  To make this fair, all orders will be filled in order of receipt of payment. No phone orders 
will be taken.  Orders will be accepted via mail or email with payment or credit card information. 

Keep your membership current. Renewals are not quite at 100% …are you one that has forgotten to renew?  
We need your continued support to assist us in keeping our mission to Preserve, Protect and Promote fly fishing.  
It is with your financial support that we continue to grow and keep fly fishing alive in America.  Education, programs 
and events continue to grow with every member’s help.  If you don’t have the time to mail in your renewal, remem-
ber, Sue, Nancy, and Erin are standing by the phones waiting to hear from you from 8 until 4 during the week and 
Agnes will gladly deal with you on Saturdays.  They want to hear from you.   

Winners, winners, winners...  
 

Winner of the Dave Brandt Crossword Puzzle Contest was Clem Fullerton who will be our guest for our Annual 
Banquet and Auction on May 26. Congratulations.  There are several others who will be receiving flies from Mr. 
Brandt.  Have patience, Dave is tying them as we speak.   
 
Andy Boyer was the lucky winner of the Vintage Lamiglas graphite, Joan and Lee Wulff Signature fly rod drawing  
that was offered to show visitors at Marlboro and Somerset.   
 
Thank you all for your participation.   
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Dated Material:  

March 2007 

June 29-July 1:  Family Learn to Fly Fish Weekend 
July 

7-8: Youth Environmental Education Program 
14-15: Youth Environmental Education Program 
21-22: Youth Environmental Education Program 
August 
4: Jubilee Day 
25: Annual Summerfest and Angler’s Market 
September 
7:  Spey Casting Clinic with Philip Krista 
8-9:  12th Annual Rod Makers Gathering and First Rod  
        Makers Challenge 
October 
20:  Semi Annual Meeting and Hall of Fame 
November 

10-11:  CFFCM Art of the Angler Show, Danbury CT 
27:  Winter Fund Raiser, A Night in NY at ACNY 
December 

1:  Holiday Open House 

March 
27:  Trout in the Classroom Educators Meeting 
TBD: Spring Fundraising Event 
April 

1: Opening Day of NYS Trout Season First Cast &  
    Open House 
14: Two-Headed Trout Dinner 
28: Stream Clean up with the Long Island Fly Rodders  
       9 AM—Noon 
May 
2-7: Senior Boy Scout Conference 

17:  Catskill Fly Tyers Guild—7 PM 
26:  Annual Meeting and Spring Banquet  
June  
21: Catskill Fly Tyers Guild—7 PM 
22-28: Bamboo Rod Making Class 
 
Guest Fly Tyers:  Saturdays, April 1-Oct 13 and Sundays 
April 1-July 30. 

This publication is made possible with the support of these fine sponsors of the CFFCM.  Should you be in the area, please stop in and say “hello 
and thanks” as a fellow member. Interested in being a Business Sponsor?  Call us. 
Buffalo Zach’s, Roscoe NY, members receive a free cup of coffee with eat in or take out lunch or dinner; Lanza’s  Country Inn, 

Livingston Manor, NY  members receive 10% discount on fine accommodations or dinner; Peck’s Market, Livingston Manor, 

NY for all of your grocery needs; Creekside Cabins, Livingston Manor, NY,  accommodations on the Willowemoc with kitchen 
facilities; Ramsey Outdoor, 3 locations in NJ providing all of your fishing and outdoor needs; Live Bait, Roscoe, NY a casual res-
taurant and pub open for lunch and dinner; and new Sponsor, Pepacton Cabin Rentals-fully equipped cabins  on the East Branch of 
the Delaware River, www.pepactoncabins.com 


