
 

 

Catskill Fly Fishing 
Center & Museum 

April and May Guest 

Fly Tyers 

May 5:  George Cherundolo 

May 12: Joe Fox 

May 13: Mickey Goshen 

May 19: Frank Audino 

May 20: Ralph Graves 

May 26: Ted Patlen & Stan 
Fadula 

May 27: Jim Slattery 

June 2: Bob Levenson 

June 9:  Harold Williams 

June 10: Joe Roetman 

June 16:  Ken Mead 

June 23: Bill Lueszler 

June 30 Malcolm Tytell 
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April One Fun, Opening Day 2007 
 

 Our Fourcast for First Cast turned into a threesome at Junction Pool. Unfortu-
nately, Joan had to remain in Florida due to a brief illness (but she is back now and 
good as new).  Don Trump Jr. and the Van Puts, Ed and Judy, did a splendid job of 
casting the first flies and making another NYS Opening of Trout Season official.  
Among the 175 or so gathered, we had great support from fellow members, the press, 
local residents, and the Roscoe Chamber of Commerce.  Before entering the water, 
Jim Krul welcomed everyone and announced that a special 28” brown trout with a spe-
cial tag was released by DEC earlier at the bridge. Anyone catching this fish was to 
bring it to the CFFCM and redeem the tag for a million dollars cash.  To halt the exodus 
of fleeing fishermen to get to get gear from their cars, Krul informed all that it was his 
April Fool joke.  After sneers and jeers, the three casters entered the water.  Don was 
using something ‘flymphy’, Ed had on an old secret fly and Judy, in Joan’s absence, 
used a Royal Wulff to traditionally connect with Lee.  Water temps were in mid 30’s and 
after   presenting the ceremonial first casts, all three realized they were to be skunked. 
Together, they left the river and joined the on lookers for breakfast and coffee provided 
by the Bed and Breakfast Association  while socializing and  having pictures taken. 
 The crowd slowly dispersed to visit local fly shops and favorite pools before 
returning to the Center to watch Ted Patlen tie up a variety of flies, view the new exhib-
its and have a cup of Agnes Van Put’s famous soup.  As always… it was too much fun! 
 It should be noted that pre-Opening Day activities on Saturday, included the 
Second Annual Cane Cast at the Livingston Manor High School organized by Mike 
Canazon and  hosted by the (bam)Boo Guys.   Again, this was a great opportunity to 
cast some magnificent bamboo rods and pick up some pointers from the pros and 
makers of fine cane rods.  This event continues to grow and provide some good indoor 
activity the day before Opening Day.  When the Cane Cast was over it seemed every-
one and their brother ended up at The Rockland House for the Fly Fisherman’s Reun-
ion Dinner.  It was a wonderful event in itself with good food and many friends after a 
long winter away.  Over 150 people were seated, fed, and entertained by Dave Brandt 
with another “Who’s This?” slide show. 
 

 Fun times were had by all.  If you have never been to an Opening Day Cele-
bration in the Catskills,  you haven’t lived.  Put it on the top of your “50 things you have 
to do before you die” list. 
 

CFFCM Annual Day May 26 
 

 Here is another thing to put on the top of your “50 things you have to do before 
you die list”:  attend a CFFCM Annual Meeting, Dinner, and buy something from the 
Annual Auction. This is a great event for you to meet other members of the CFFCM, 
like yourself.  A club atmosphere? Yes it is!  Get acquainted with old friends, make 
some new ones, and meet your board members. 
 Our Museum is all gussied up for the new year, the fish have been rising for a 
couple of weeks, and if you cast well…you can try to qualify for the First Annual Rod-
makers’ Gathering Cast Off, sponsored by Harold and Eileen Demarest and The Cort-
land Line Company  from 2-3PM on Saturday. By now, you should have received your 
Annual Day mailing. Included was an invitation to our Dinner, some raffle tickets for our 
Annual Day fund raising prizes, a  limited quantity raffle ticket  for the one of a kind 
Bamboo Makers’ Rod, line and  fly reel with a value of $10,000, and a 2007 Hall of 
Fame Nomination information.      Continued on Page 2 

New Members 
 

Mattew E.M. Burkett, James W. 
Dehlman, Jon Jensen, Jody 

Meador, Dennis Menscer, Diane 
Ober, Dick Scott MD, Ralf 

Schloss, Davide Simone, Malcolm 
Tytell, Francis J. Verdolvia, Jr., 

Harry Wallace 

May’s  
Membership Winner 

Art Stoliar 

Each month we award a prize in 
our monthly CFFCM membership 
drawing.  All members in good 
standing are eligible.  So if your 
dues are paid and up-to-date, the 
next winner could be you! 



 

 

      

     Boy, do I love Opening Day.  I get 
to meet many of you for the first time, 
see fellow members and many old 
friends. We had quite the crew this 
year, Bob Rock from Oswego, Phil 
Sousa, MA and artist Michael Simon, 
VA, to name a few as well as the 
Maine Delegation led by George Bar-
nes, and a smattering from all NY bor-
der states.  It was another great day in 
the Catskills although celebrating 
Opening Day on a Sunday brought 
noticeably less attendees.  In 2006, 
April 1 fell on a Saturday making the 
Reunion Dinner and First Cast well 
attended and that evening the tradi-
tional Two Headed Trout Dinner was 
held. Visitors came for the whole week-
end, arriving on Friday night and leav-
ing sometime on Sunday.  Next year, 
2008, April 1   falls on a Tuesday.  
Most likely, there will be few attending 
the Reunion Dinner on a Monday night 
and very few hitting the streams for 
First Cast on Tuesday Morning.  Ulti-
mately, it will be a negative economic 
impact on New York State fishing com-
munities like Roscoe and Livingston 
Manor. The days of taking time off from 
work for Opening Day Activities are 
over and these gatherings are most 
likely in jeopardy.  Another Opening 

Day weekend will not occur for an-
other 5 years.  Should we be like bor-
dering states that have season open-
ers on a specific Saturday in the 
month of April? If not, why not?  If so, 
what Saturday?  If you have a chance, 
drop me an email with your thoughts 
to flyfish@catskill.net or alcoif@ 
aol.com; I appreciate your comments. 
 For the past 8 years, on July 
5, a group of friends and I have been 
fishing Maine’s Rapid River at Lake-
wood Camps.  The water and weather 
conditions are not always the best; but 
the river is not crowded.  We have a 
great time fishing together this one 
time of year and always catch some 
fish.  Like everything else, sometimes 
it is easy and some times you have to 
work for it.  This river produces some 
spectacular land locked salmon and 
native brook trout.  I personally have 
landed several brook trout over 3 lbs 
and many larger salmon on dry flies.  
The fishery is changing as smallmouth 
bass have entered the river system 
and most likely they will never be 
gone.  To me, the Rapid River is a 
special place in the Northeast USA 
that gives you the opportunity to 
maybe catch a large native brook 
trout.  This year Lakewood Camps has 
donated a 3-night package for two for 
our annual auction (which includes 
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meals and lodging in comfortable 
rustic cabins with both electricity and 
indoor plumbing). The dates are;  
arrive July 5 and leave on July 8, 
same days my group and I will be 
there.  The value of this trip for two  
is $920 ($460) each.  Being there  
the same time as us can make the 
trip either much more valuable or 
less!  Anyway, should you bid on this 
trip and lose, I know that there is still 
an open cabin or two if you want  
to fish at the same time as we are.  
You can see more on Lakewood 
C a m p s  a t  t h e i r  w e b s i t e 
www.LakewoodCamps.com.   
     Finally, after receiving 8 inches of 
rain on Sunday April 15 night into 
Monday April 16 at home in CT, I 
spent the next three days sucking 
water up in my basement. This was 
the first time I had to do it at home in 
a long time.  Throughout the ordeal 
all I could think about was my home 
away from home here at the Center 
and our rivers. Luckily, we dodged 
another bullet and experienced mini-
mal flooding just at lowest bank lev-
els.  I am happy to report that our 
home water is gone and our Catskill 
Rivers are in good shape. Let the 
bugs begin!        
    It’s all about fly fishing. 

Jim Krul 

 

CFFCM Annual Day May 26, Continued 
 

Please review and return at your earliest convenience. If you are interested in bidding on our silent and live auction 
items, see the updated list on our website www.cffcm.net. Our webmaster, Chris Bogart promises to keep it current.  
Please visit frequently to check on him for us; email absentee bids will be accepted. We hope you will join us on May 26. 
 

Annual Day Auction Items Still Accepted   
 Our list of silent and live auction items continues to grow.  We have received day trips, destination trips, fishing 
private water, guided trips from Washington State for Steelhead to Texas Gulf for bone fish.  Phil Castleman, Cortland 
Line Company, Gander Mountain, Bass Pro Shops, Orvis, Eric Leiser, and many others have sent in unique and valu-
able items for this special fund raising auction.  There is still time to send in a donation for our auction or other future 
fund raising. 
 

Going to the UK? 
 

 Our friends at the Izaak Walton Cottage and Museum invite all CFFCM members to visit them for a special tour 
when in England.  You can contact Managing Director, Tony Bridgett via email at  anthonybridgedd@aol.com.   Please 
tell him you are a CFFCM member and you might get some tips on where to fish. 
 

We Can Copy Again   
No sooner had our April Castabout gotten into the mail when we were contacted by long time supporter of the Center 
and the fly fishing community, Anthony Magardino, of Eagle Business Machines in  Monticello and Rockland County, 
NY.  Anthony made necessary arrangements for our needs and  delivered a fully refurbished, high speed, multi feature 
digital copier in Mid April.  In addition to the copier, he has also generously agreed to provide any needed service, parts, 
and supplies.  Thank you Anthony.   
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Poul Jorgensen Celebration of Life DVD 
 

 On April 2, 2005 we held a memorial for Poul Jorgensen who passed away in November 2004. Attendees 
packed the museum to pay tribute to the greatest fly tyer in the world and shared many personal memories and stories.   
 Jimmy Ienner Jr., photographer, award winning videographer for SONY Music and a close personal friend of 
Poul, produced a short video set to original music of Poul’s fly fishing life.  This magnificent and captivating video profiles 
Poul’s life though the events, activities, and pleasures he experienced with his fly fishing family.  It is only a little over 5 
minutes long, but you will want to watch it again and share with others; it is simply amazing.  Finally, after two years of 
member demands, we have copies with a suggested retail price of  $9.95.  For members ordering online, phone or mail,  
the price will is $8.50 delivered or 3 for $20. Simply give us a call with credit card or mail us a check and they will be 
shipped promptly.  This will surely become a collectible.  If you are sending by mail, simply return this page and send in 
your money and small note below; we have your address on other side of this sheet. 

Recent Acquistions. 
 

 From Jack Ganz- A first edition, hard cover book, Bogdan by Graydon Hilyard and signed by both Stan Bogdan 
and his son Stephen.  This will be archived in our permanent library collection. 
 From Jan Weido- A CD of photos taken on Opening Day at Junction Pool and at CFFCM.  This CD will be ar-
chived in our permanent image library. 
 From Trout In the Classroom (TIC) Students and Kreiger School, New Paltz- A TIC themed tapestry  
constructed of many individual panels/quilt squares made by the students from New York State elementary schools in  
Florida, Kerhonkson, Rosendale, New Paltz, and Poughkeepsie.  Accompanying this tapestry was a group of letters from 
Teacher Tara Suidy’s TIC program students.  This has been mounted on one of the panels to your right upon entering 
the Museum. 

Exhibit Update 
 
Our latest exhibits are open.  FBI-Flies from the British Isles continues to grow with additional flies arriving monthly.  
Doc and Mary Fried have mounted flies in individual tyer plates.  Women in Fly Fishing has gained much attention in 
local and regional newspapers as innovative and informative. Sara Low will continue to freshen  this exhibit throughout 
the year with both historical and contemporary pieces as they are discovered.  Legend Rods Mike Canazon selected a 
dozen or so rods from our archives that are the personal rods of our fly fishing legends including Art Flick, George 
LaBranche, Preston Jennings and  one of Ray Bergman’s on loan from his family.  Unnaturals-The Synthetic Rods, 
Part I is complete and visitors are encouraged to pick up a exhibit brochure to compare notes to rods on display that can 
be actually touched.  This is exhibit is part I; part II  is currently under construction.  We can use your help in Part II.  Our 
collection of rods is mostly made up of bamboo and fiberglass.  Due to the availability of graphite, we are lacking in 
graphite rods both early and the latest models.  Help us out, if you have a graphite rod you no longer use, please con-
sider a donation.  The pieces of today are our history tomorrow.  Boron and Graphite rods will be collected until Decem-
ber 30 and be on display April 1, 2008.  You will also see some changes to existing permanent exhibits.  In works is a 
memorial piece for Fred Oswalt under the direction of Jim Brown.  The target date is May 26. 

Postage Increase Coming Soon 
 
 We will soon get hit with a postage increase on both bulk and first class mail.  We are a big customer and our 
monthly mailing costs will increase close to 100% in bulk mailing alone.  We welcome all financial assistance and contri-
butions.  Buy an extra book of raffle tickets, a Jorgensen DVD, a Cane Rod Raffle ticket, etc.  It all helps meeting this 
unexpected jump in our regular operating expenses.   
 If you have noticed, mailing and printing costs of the Castabout are partially subsidized by our local businesses.  
If you have a business and want the monthly mention in our mailings, give us a call and get listed as a commercial sup-
porting sponsor.   
 

Casting Competition Qualifier 
 
     Casting qualifiers for the first International Cane Casting Competition will be held at the Cane Rodmakers Gathering 
on September 9 and 10th.  Do you think you can go the distance?  Casting Qualifying Judge Mike Canazon will be hold-
ing casting qualifiers at 2PM on May 26 for our Annual Day, August 4 at Jubilee Day, and at Summerfest.  Those qualify-
ing will return for the whole enchilada at the Gathering and cast some of the finest cane rods in the world.  Details are on 
our website under the Rodmakers Challenge. Or call 1-845-439-4810 and we will send you the complete details.   
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Dated Material:  

May 2007 

August 
4: Jubilee Day 
25: Annual Summerfest and Angler’s Market 
 
September 
7:  Spey Casting Clinic with Philip Krista 
8-9:  12th Annual Rod Makers Gathering and First Rod  
        Makers Challenge 
October 
20:  Semi Annual Meeting and Hall of Fame 
November 
10-11:  CFFCM Art of the Angler Show, Danbury CT 
27:  Winter Fund Raiser, A Night in NY at ACNY 
December 
1:  Holiday Open House 
 
NOTE: Beamoc TU meets the first Thursday of each month 
April-December at 6:30 pm in the Paul Dahlie Education 
Building 

May 
2-7: Senior Boy Scout Conference 
17:  Catskill Fly Tyers Guild—7 PM 
26:  Annual Meeting and Spring Banquet  
 
June  
21: Catskill Fly Tyers Guild—7 PM 
22-28: Bamboo Rod Making Class 
June 29-July 1:  Family Learn to Fly Fish Weekend 
 
July 
7-8: Youth Environmental Education Program 
14-15: Youth Environmental Education Program 
21-22: Youth Environmental Education Program 
 
 
Guest Fly Tyers:  Saturdays, April 1-Oct 13 and Sundays 
April 1-July 30. 

This publication is made possible with the support of these fine sponsors of the CFFCM.  Should you be in the area, please stop in and say “hello 

and thanks” as a fellow member. Interested in being a Business Sponsor?  Call us. 

Buffalo Zach’s, Roscoe NY, members receive a free cup of coffee with eat in or take out lunch or dinner; Lanza’s  Country Inn, 
Livingston Manor, NY  members receive 10% discount on fine accommodations or dinner; Peck’s Market, Livingston Manor, 

NY for all of your grocery needs; Creekside Cabins, Livingston Manor, NY,  accommodations on the Willowemoc with kitchen 
facilities; Ramsey Outdoor, 3 locations in NJ providing all of your fishing and outdoor needs; Live Bait, Roscoe, NY a casual res-
taurant and pub open for lunch and dinner; and new Sponsor, Pepacton Cabin Rentals-fully equipped cabins  on the East Branch of 
the Delaware River, www.pepactoncabins.com 


