
 

 

Catskill Fly Fishing 
Center & Museum 

June and July Guest 

Fly Tyers 

June 2: Bob Levenson 

June 3: John Roetman 

June 9:  Harold Williams 

June 10: Allan Podell 

June 16:  Ken Mead 

June 23: Bill Lueszler 

June 30: Malcolm Tytell 

July 7:  Bill Newcomb 

July 14: Rich Bogardus 

July 21: Mike Hogue 

July 28: Brad Wilson 
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Stream Cleaned April 28.  A clean up initiated by the Long Island Fly 

Rodders and joined by The Beamoc Chapter of Trout Unlimited and several 
members of the Catskill Fly Tyers Guild made a major impact on our local river 
banks.  They hauled out all sorts of stuff  including:  tires, wheels, air condition-
ing covers, garbage cans,  trees, and other debris remaining after last year’s 
flood.  Assisted by the local Department of Public Works, piles collected and 
left on the roadside were removed, never to be seen again. After working all 
morning, The LIFR provided a barbeque lunch for all in attendance before hit-
ting the then cleaner streams for some productive fishing.  We ‘tip our hats’ to 
everyone involved. Thank you. 
 

Trees Planted.  Doc Fried provided several hundred trees to prevent fur-

ther erosion of our banks on The Willowemoc.  There was a question of how 
many could be planted during the week with a skeleton crew of local volun-
teers.  As luck would have it, we met the Sullivan County BOCES Natural Re-
sources Instructor, Bob Hayes, at the Trout In the Classroom meeting last 
month. He volunteered his students to plant the trees and coordinated a meet-
ing with Doc.  To make a long story short, they professionally planted all 800 
trees in one day.  After completion, they asked, “What’s next?”  Doc went out 
and bought several hundred more trees, and they too were planted.  The stu-
dents, Mr. Hayes and Doc are to be commended.  For the students it was a 
learning experience, for us a wonderful contribution to the protection and resto-
ration of our river banks.  For our skeleton volunteer group, it saved several 
days of digging and BenGay applications.   It should also be noted that this 
group of students will be appraising, redesigning and redoing our nature trails 
as another educational ‘hands on’ project.    
 

CFFCM Field Staff We often get requests to participate in fishing and 

conservation related programs and events.  Unfortunately, both our limited staff 
and financial resources do not allow us to take advantage of these opportuni-
ties and promote the CFFCM.   This past month we were invited to participate 
in Auburn, NY’s Bass Pro Shop Outdoors Day.   Bob Rock, a charter CFFCM 
member living in Oswego, felt this would provide us with great exposure and 
assembled a local team made up of long time members, Bob Wood, Bill De 
Forest, and Charter Member Eric Ramon.  They provided the man-power and 
we provided the materials. Their efforts gave us a great deal of exposure and 
generated much interest, which resulted in the center having new visitors 
shortly after.  It’s all about fly fishing, and these gentlemen were all over it.   
Thanks.   
 
 If you find an opportunity to promote the CFFCM and would like to man-
age it, please give us a call for more information.  Every little bit helps in a big 
way to generate new interests in fly fishing. 

New Members 
 

Todd Burdick, John Croteau, Dave 
Jackson, Gloria J. Gordan, Joseph 
Lockwood, Diane McCabe, Robert 

Selb, Susan Townsend 

June’s  
Membership Winner 

Dr. Ernest Lanza 

Each month we award a prize in 

our monthly CFFCM membership 

drawing.  All members in good 

standing are eligible.  So if your 

dues are paid and up-to-date, the 

next winner could be you! 



 

 

 We are right in the thick of it.  This 
past month has seen the Center sur-
rounded in a flurry of activity.  Weather 
and hatches have been spectacular.  
Even I have actually had the opportu-
nity to catch a few fish in Wulff Run 
and a couple of secret places.  
 On May 11, 90 or so Trout in 
the Classroom students from Florida, 
NY released their trout in the DEC ac-
cess lot above the Center under the 
direction of their teacher Darren Fo-
garty.  After the release, the students 
broke into three groups: one to dis-
cover the history of the area through 
an information treasure hunt in the mu-
seum with Agnes, one to tie a peeking 
caddis nymph in the Ed. Building, and 
the other to remain on stream with Erin 
Phelan and Mike Canazon to sample 
the water for trout food.  All groups 
then switched.  Most interesting was 
the abundance of insect life after last 
years devastating flood that scoured 
the stream bottom.  Caddis were back 
in massive quantities hugging rocks, all 
sorts of mayfly and stonefly nymphs 
(most impressive were some stonefly 
nymphs almost 2” long), dragon fly 
nymphs, sculpins and a few renegade 
crayfish.  Overall, they found a full 
smorgasbord that should keep our 
trout active all season.  There are more 
TIC releases scheduled before the 
school year ends in June.  Great stuff, 
this Trout in the Classroom!  
 We were also host to Ver-
mont’s Putney School again.  It is here 
that a select group of high school stu-
dents join their English Professor Harry 
Bauld, his wife and little son for a week 
learning to fly fish.  Harry exposes 
these never to have fished students to 

every facet of fly fishing from eti-
quette, history, fly tying, and insect 
identification.  Most everyone caught 
at least one fish on our hallowed wa-
ters.  Harry returns every year eager 
to share his early-learned Catskill 
knowledge and experiences with his 
students. The romance is still alive.  
 In between all of this, we con-
tinue to get many phone calls and 
emails on activities, fishing conditions, 
and travel information.  Some ques-
tions are related to the value of equip-
ment and tackle.  Unfortunately, as a 
Museum, we do not give appraisals; 
however, we do provide some general 
information on values and history 
based on current auctions, sales and 
market knowledge.  In most cases, 
these inquiries are directed as to 
where to sell or if we want to buy.  As 
a museum, we are interested in items 
of historical significance.  I often en-
courage them to consider donating 
them to our collection, however, the 
majority of calls are for very common 
items of little value.  A great example 
came via email from a gentleman ask-
ing what was the current value of a 
Leonard fly rod.  He also explained 
that he was in a quandary on what to 
actually do with it, give it to the Mu-
seum or simply hold on to it. I re-
sponded quickly to his email explain-
ing the current values of similar rods. 
His next email provided even more 
details and that the rod was made by 
Leonard as a wedding present to Guy 
Jenkins in 1921 and he personally 
received the rod from Jenkins. (For 
those not familiar with Mr. Jenkins, 
Guy was probably the last connected 
person with Theodore Gordon as a 
customer and friend.)   In further ‘on 
line’ discussions, both he and his 
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younger brother were taught to fly 
fish by Jenkins many years ago 
when living in New Jersey.  The rod 
was given to him.  Guy was consid-
ered a surrogate grandfather to the 
boys. Now of course, this particular 
Leonard rod, with provenance and 
historical elements took on a much 
greater value and could enhance our 
museum collection immensely.  The 
return was that he would have to 
‘chew on it’ for a while (as to what to 
do with it).  My last reply was that 
while he ‘was chewing on it’ maybe 
he would consider sending the rod to 
me to fish with until he decided what 
to do.  Two days later I received the 
rod with a note saying “enjoy it, we 
will keep in touch”.  I did indeed cast 
it, had the pleasure of fishing it and 
shared it with a couple of the boo 
crew.  I then placed it in the Legend 
Rod Exhibit until our friend decides 
what to do with it.  Amazing to actu-
ally hold so much history and energy 
of the past; stay tuned for the next 
chapter.  .  .   
 By the time you finish this 
issue of the Castabout, we will have 
had our Annual Dinner.  From the 
early signs going into the weekend, it 
appears to be a most successful 
fund raiser and maybe the best at-
tended annual dinner we have had.  
Many thanks to you all for your finan-
cial assistance through the return of 
raffle tickets, absentee bids, and do-
nations.  In addition, my special 
thanks for your continued interest 
and support of the efforts that keep 
us going.   
     

         It’s all about fly fishing. 

Jim Krul 

 

What’s a museum without a gallery?   We are  fortunate  to have so many artists who belong to  and 

support the Center.  But then again, our museum is loaded with the arts of fly fishing:  flies, rods, reels, and 
books.  This summer we will feature some of the visual works of two artists, Michael Simon and Kim Mellema-
Reid.  Michael and Kim have each assembled some of their favorite original paintings to grace the walls of the 
Museum from now until October 30.  This area on the right hand side of the entrance to the museum will re-
main our gallery section for featured artists in years to come.   
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Second Annual Jubilee Day August 4   Last year to coincide with our 25th Anniversary we celebrated 
Jubilee Day.  In addition to our 25th we celebrated Agnes’ 90th ,Joan and Doc’s 80th,  Mary Fried and Mary 
Dette’s 75th,  Ed Eckel and Ed Van Put’s 70th birthdays in addition to  Doc and Mary’s 50th , Sue and Jim 
Krupp’s 35th, and Ed and Judy Van Put’s 25th wedding anniversaries.  Oh yeah, Judy Van Put was 50 last 
year and she would feel left out if we did not mention it again.  It was a great day with music, pony rides, kid’s 
fishing derby, chicken BBQ, games, flowers, Willowemoc 50/50  Fish Race and all sorts of other fun.   
 
Well, we are doing it again and we would like to include your celebrations.  This year Keith Fulsher will be 85, 
Ted Rogowski and Sandy Stone will be 80, and Agnes will be 91 with no sign of retiring.  Keith and Lois Ful-
sher will also be celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary.  These are all great milestones to salute.  Judy 
Van Put, Jubilee Chairwoman, has been busy these past months getting more activities and community or-
ganizations to get involved.  New participants include the LM Lions Club, Catskill Regional Medical Center 
with their mobile screening unit, Cornell Cooperative Sullivan County, crafts, and even a petting zoo.   
 
This year it is on a Saturday, August 4th  from 11-4 and will kick off with another kids (12 and under) fishing 
derby at the pond, a great BBQ lunch will be available, cake, Great Willowemoc Fish Race, games, and 
prizes.   This will again be a great day for the Center with both fly fishing and local community friends stretch-
ing out and relaxing for an old-fashioned country picnic.  Bring your families and simply enjoy the day with old 
and new friends.  

Recent Donations:  We have received many donations to benefit our Annual Dinner from members and 
supporting businesses.  We thank you all.  This list will be found on our website. 

From the family of Tony Jansic:  a group of Tony’s personal collection of framed artwork and flies have 

been donated specifically to be used as future fund raisers along with his 9’ 3w Winston fly rod which was 
auctioned off at our Annual Dinner.  Tony, a Charter Member and lifelong supporter of the CFFCM, passed 
away on February 28th after a long struggle with cancer.    
From Mickey Goshen:  A DVD from the 2005 Fly Tying Symposium, Fly Bench Masters Series I. 

…speaking of BBQ’s.  Last year our barbeque pit was completed in memory of CFFCM  Executive Direc-
tor, Paul Dahlie, from his friends at The Boston Flycasters.  We have a weather stopping canopy and large 
size grill ready to fire up.  It is located below  the Paul Dahlie Education Building with convenient  picnic tables 
and is available for use by members.  All you have to do is provide the charcoal and the eats.  If you would 
like to use it,  please notify the office and we will make sure it does not conflict with any other group. 
 
The Arts of the Angler Show returns to Danbury CT, November 10 & 11 and now under the  
direction of  The Catskill Fly Fishing Center and Museum. 
This successful show was originally designed and executed by Flyfishing University.  The focus of this spe-
cific show is the arts and crafts of the angler: fly tying, rod making, art, and fly fishing collectibles. Again, as in 
the past, there will be  a live consignment auction of fly fishing related items  that benefits the CFFCM.  This 
year, The Arts of the Angler Show will also include a select group of destinations, tackle suppliers, and fly 
fishing accessories vendors. Plan on attending this two day event, support the center and enjoy a  November 
fly fishing show at the Ethan Allen Inn in Danbury.  More details will continue to follow.  Tell your friends and 
mark the date for a great show in the heart of the fly fishing community. 

BSA Outdoor Venture Meeting:  We are proud to have been the selected location of the 2007-2008 Out-
door Venturing Committee Meeeting for the Boy Scouts of America.  The use of our facilities as a conference 
center was the first multi day meeting held a the Center on May 2-6th.  In addition to their busy agenda, we 
were fortunate enough to provide them with a historical tour of the museum, a fly tying class & demonstration, 
and to present our comprehensive BSA Fly Fishing Merit Badge Program.  
If you have a company, organization or club that requires a conference destination, please feel free to call us 
for more information. 
 



 

 

P.O. Box 1295 

1031 Old Route 17 

Livingston Manor, NY 12758 

Catskill Fly Fishing 
Center & Museum 

We’re on the Web! 
www.cffcm.net 
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Permit No. 5811 

Dated Material:  
June 2007 

September 
7:  Spey Casting Clinic with Philip Krista 
8-9:  12th Annual Rod Makers Gathering and First Rod  
        Makers Challenge 
October 
20:  Semi Annual Meeting and Hall of Fame 
November 
10-11:  CFFCM Art of the Angler Show, Danbury CT 
27:  Winter Fund Raiser, A Night in NY at ACNY 
December 
1:  Holiday Open House 
 
NOTE: Beamoc TU meets the first Thursday of each month 
April-December at 6:30 pm in the Paul Dahlie Education 
Building 
 
 

Fly illustrations provided by member Jack Pangburn. 

June  
21: Catskill Fly Tyers Guild—7 PM 
22-28: Bamboo Rod Making Class 
June 29-July 1:  Family Learn to Fly Fish Weekend 
July 
7-8: Youth Environmental Education Program 
14-15: Youth Environmental Education Program 
21-22: Youth Environmental Education Program 
August 
4: Jubilee Day 
25: Annual Summerfest and Angler’s Market 
 
Guest Fly Tyers:  Saturdays, April 1-Oct 13 and Sundays 
April 1-July 30. 

This publication is made possible with the support of these fine sponsors of the CFFCM.  Should you be in the area, please stop in and say “hello 
and thanks” as a fellow member. Interested in being a Business Sponsor?  Call us. 
Buffalo Zach’s, Roscoe NY, members receive a free cup of coffee with eat in or take out lunch or dinner; Lanza’s  Country Inn, 
Livingston Manor, NY  members receive 10% discount on fine accommodations or dinner; Peck’s Market, Livingston Manor, 
NY for all of your grocery needs; Creekside Cabins, Livingston Manor, NY,  accommodations on the Willowemoc with kitchen 
facilities; Ramsey Outdoor, 3 locations in NJ providing all of your fishing and outdoor needs; Live Bait, Roscoe, NY a casual res-
taurant and pub open for lunch and dinner; and new Sponsor, Pepacton Cabin Rentals-fully equipped cabins  on the East Branch of 
the Delaware River, www.pepactoncabins.com  and Stone Realty in Roscoe, NY www.trouttownusa.com 
 


